
WHAT THEY SAW: 
HISTORICAL PHOTOBOOKS 

BY WOMEN, 1843-1999



In 2017, Photobooks by Women Account For:

10.5% of ‘books on photobooks’ entries 

16.2% of bookseller inventory 

39.5% of first book & dummy shortlists 

28.5% of first book & dummy winners

* Stats for anthologies published from 2004 to 2016 
** Stats for inventory survey (Mack, Aperture, Steidl) taken in April 2017 

*** Stats for competitions from 2013 to 2017 



What They Saw: Historical Photobooks by Women, 1843-1999
PARIS PHOTO-APERTURE 
CATALOGUE OF THE YEAR 2021 
 
TIME MAGAZINE: 20 BEST PHOTOBOOKS 2021

KRASZNA-KRAUSZ AWARD 2022



CLASS 1 
Invisible Histories — Women, the 

Photobook and the Canon



CLASS 1 / PART I
Who Gets to Make a Photobook? 













CLASS 1 / PART 2
Format, Access and the 
Politics of Publication 











CLASS 1 / PART 3
Discussion and Close 

Reading Exercise 



CLASS 2 
Gender, the Body and the Afterlife of 

the Photobook



CLASS 2 / PART I
The Personal Is Published 













CLASS 2 / PART II
Global Perspectives and 

Cross-Cultural Comparison 











CLASS 2 / PART III
The Anthology as Argument 
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In 2024, Photobooks by Women Account For:

13.75% of ‘books on photobooks’ entries * 
increase of 3.25% 

22.4% of bookseller inventory ** 
increase of 6.2% 

48.7% of first book & dummy shortlists *** 
increase of 9.2% 

62% of first book & dummy winners *** 
increase of 33.4% 

* Stats for anthologies published from 2022-2024 
** Stats for inventory survey (Mack, Aperture, Steidl) taken in December 2024 

*** Stats for competitions from 2022 to 2024



What They Saw: Historical Photobooks 
by Women, 1843-1999 Reading Room 

New York Public Library, May 2022



What They Saw: Historical Photobooks 
by Women, 1843-1999 Reading Room 

Reina Sofia Museum, Madrid, 23 Feb - 7 June 2024



What They Saw: Historical Photobooks 
by Women, 1843-1999 Reading Room 

Enter Enter and Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Sept/Oct 2022



What They Saw: Historical Photobooks 
by Women, 1843-1999 Reading Room 

The Getty Museum, Los Angeles, 8 April - 10 May 2025

Photos courtesy of the Getty Museum 



Books on Photobooks by Women  
by 10×10 Photobooks

2018 2021


